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ABSTRACT

Phenomenological inquiry of body’s characteristics

Jo, Hyung Sik
Department of Philosophy
Graduate School of Theology

Sogang University

The purpose of this study is to show that a body is not being-in-itself but the
subject of phenomenal world. This study referred to "Phenomenology of perception”
by Merleau—Ponty. From the ancient days till now, the field of philosophy has been
understanding the human body by scientific and rational methods. If following these
methods, however, the body is not to be the subject of phenomenal world, but the
being-in-itself. Merleau—Ponty shows us a new philosophical starting point which
is not based on the methods of science and reason.

In the second chapter, I followed his focus on the possibility of a body’s
approach to the phenomenal world. Since Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy is based on
"Phenomenology’, 1 reviewed the principle of his phenomenology. In the third and
fourth chapters, I looked at his critical opinions on the limited understandings about
a body's characteristics by physiological and psychological approaches. For example,
he argues that these two approaches contain only limited understandings about
pathological symptoms such as ’‘phantom limb’ and ’'anosognosia’ and about

characteristics of the body itself such as ’'body’s permanence’, 'body’s double



sensation’, and "body’s Kkinaesthetic sensation’.

In the fifth chapter, I pointed out his explanations on the body’s characteristics
by the phenomenology. There are some specific characteristics such as 'body
image’, 'body extensity(state space)’, 'body motility’, and ’intentional arc’ in the
body. In fact, Merleau-Ponty’'s claim is not the first attempt about body's
characteristics in the field of the studies. If we understand the body based only on
causality and intellectualism, however, the body will reduce to a simple object. It is
why Merleau—Ponty adopted the phenomenological inquiry in order to affirm the
body as an existential subject of the phenomenal world.

In the conclusion, I evaluated Merleau—Ponty both critically and positively. If we
accept Merleau—Ponty’s perspective on the body, we can orientate the status of the
body in the phenomenal world that had been ignored. And if so, we will be able to
have a view of the world through the real subjective perspective. It will be possible

through our perception.
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